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and businesses and contribute to our economy.
Rural places provide spaces to connect with
nature and offer a unique lifestyle that many
people crave.

Strong rural municipal governments are essential
to a thriving Ontario. ROMA is the voice of
Ontario’s rural municipalities. Our board includes
10 zone representatives from all corners of the
province, and at-large members, drawn from the
Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO)
Board’s Rural Caucus. A key achievement of the
Board in 2019 was improving representation of
northern communities by splitting Zone 9, which
covered much of the north, and creating a new
Zone 10, representing northwestern Ontario. 

It’s been an honour to serve as chair of the ROMA
Board. Our board members hail from all kinds of
municipalities – from large urban centres that
also have sprawling rural areas within their
borders, to small hamlets. We all share a
commitment to making rural Ontario stronger by
working on shared priorities and challenges. We
are united by a range of matters, like improved
broadband, better infrastructure and measures to
deal with climate change. And like all
municipalities, rural communities struggle to
meet the growing demand for a complex range of
health and human services.

ROMA advocates for a rural lens to be applied to
provincial programs and policies that impact our
communities. Through AMO’s Memorandum of
Understanding with the provincial government,
ROMA has a seat at the table at provincial-
municipal discussions that shape our
communities.

The annual ROMA Conference has been growing
steadily over the years and has become an
important part of the municipal calendar. About
1,200 participants took part in 2019, to share
experiences, network, learn from one another
and connect with provincial leaders. More than
350 delegation meetings were held – a record
number.

In 2019, I had the privilege to visit conferences
of the Northwestern Ontario Municipal
Association (NOMA), the Federation of Northern
Ontario Municipalities (FONOM) and Ontario
Small Urban Municipalities (OSUM). ROMA also
had a presence at the 2019 International Plowing
Match. Visiting different regions of the province
helped improve our understanding of the diverse
landscapes, needs and priorities across Ontario.

It is important for the municipal community to
look for common ground and to find ways to
work together to move all of our communities
forward. Thank you for the opportunity to play a
role in this critical effort.

Sincerely,

Mayor Allan Thompson
ROMA Chair

Rural communities across
Ontario are important to life
in our province. They feed
our communities, provide
important natural resources,
support innovative industries 
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Z O N E S

Durham Region
Haliburton County
City of Kawartha Lakes
District of Muskoka
Northumberland County
Peterborough County

ZONE 5

Algoma District
Cochrane District
City of Greater Sudbury
Manitoulin District
Nipissing District
Parry Sound District
Sudbury District
Timiskaming District

ZONE 9

Allan Thompson ,
Mayor,  Town of

Caledon, Chair,  Zone 4
Representative,  AMO

Rural Caucus

Chris Wray,  
CAO/Clerk,  Township of

Johnson, AMO Rural
Caucus

Pam Sayne ,  
Councillor,  Township of

Minden Hills,  Zone 5
Representative

Chris White ,  
Councillor,  County of

Wellington, First Vice Chair,
Zone 2 Representative,  AMO

Rural Caucus

Kim Love ,  
Mayor,  Township of
Madawaska Valley,

Zone 6 Representative

Peter Emon,
Reeve, Town of

Renfrew, AMO Rural
Caucus

Eli El-Chantiry ,
Councillor,  City of

Ottawa, Second Vice
Chair and Zone 8
Representative

Cameron Wales ,
Councillor,  City of
Brockville,  Zone 7

Representative

Jan O'Neill ,  
 Mayor,  Municipality of

Marmora and Lake,
AMO Rural Caucus

Dennis Crevits ,
Councillor,

Municipality of Central
Elgin,  Zone 1

Representative

Bill Vrebosch ,
Councillor,  City of
North Bay, Zone 9

Representative and
AMO Rural Caucus

Lloyd Ferguson ,
Councillor,  City of
Hamilton, Zone 3

Representative

Robin Jones ,  
Mayor,  Village of

Westport,  AMO Rural
Caucus

City of Chatham-Kent
Elgin County
Essex County
Lambton County
Middlesex County

ZONE 1
Bruce County
Grey County
Huron County
Perth County
Wellington County
Region of Waterloo

ZONE 2

Frontenac County
Hastings County
Lennox and Addington
Prince Edward County
Renfrew County

ZONE 6

County of Brant
Haldimand County
City of Hamilton
Niagara Region
Norfolk County
Oxford County

ZONE 3

Leeds & Grenville
Stormont, Dundas
and Glengarry

ZONE 7

Dufferin County
Halton Region
Peel Region
Simcoe County
York Region

ZONE 4

Lanark County
City of Ottawa
Prescott and Russell,
United Counties

ZONE 8
District of Kenora
Rainy River District
Thunder Bay District

ZONE 10
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ROMA’s voice has steadily been growing stronger
through its conference, outreach and advocacy
work. We work collaboratively with Ontario’s
municipal community to ensure that provincial
funding, policies and programs consider rural
perspectives and unique challenges. 
 
The 2019 ROMA Annual Conference attracted
more than 1,200 participants and held a record
number of provincial delegation meetings. The
ROMA Conference has grown to become an
important milestone in the municipal-provincial
calendar.
 
ROMA provided important support to our peers,
including grants to NOMA and FONOM. Backing
our northern colleagues makes all of us stronger.
Sponsoring Teeny Tiny Summits allowed small
communities to gather regionally, share ideas
and learn from one another.

Through a Memorandum of Understanding with
the Rural Ontario Institute, ROMA helped support
research in rural matters to help inform good,
evidence-based decisions. 
 
ROMA participated in the Nuclear Waste
Management Ontario Municipal Forum, Greenbelt
Consolidation Policy Group, Agricultural Wildlife
Conflict Working Group, and AMO Indigenous
Relations Task Force.
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ROMA was engaged on a number of policy priorities in 2019, including:
 

Climate change 

Many rural communities in particular are hard hit by annual flooding driven by
increased extreme weather. ROMA has been advocating for greater investments in
water and stormwater infrastructure, and flood mitigation and preparedness.

Roads and bridges make up a significant portion of rural budgets. They are our life
blood – key to quality of life and economic growth. ROMA adds its voice to all
municipal organizations calling for predictable and permanent infrastructure
funding. 

Infrastructure 

Connectivity should be a solution, not a problem, for rural communities. A number
of fixed and cell broadband projects have been funded by the federal and
provincial governments. These include SWIFT in southwestern Ontario and the
EORN Cell Project in eastern Ontario.  The provincial ICON program provides
additional funding to rural stakeholders to improve connectivity. This funding
helps create public-private projects to expand services. Even more needs to be
done  to ensure all Ontarians can access basic broadband services. 

Broadband 

While many grow operations are authorized under the federal medical cannabis
framework, bundling of individual licenses has resulted in some fairly large grow
ops in in communities that are not equipped to manage them. This continues to
be a challenge for rural communities and ROMA advocates for more resources to
manage nuisances arising from these operations.Cannabis

Health and
long-term care

Many common challenges related to long-term care hit rural communities
particularly hard. Lack of funding and access to beds in a home rural community
can be a challenge. Staffing shortages are particularly acute in small rural and
northern facilities where it is harder for people to travel across larger areas.
ROMA advocates for adequate levels of funding to help address these matters. 
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BDO Canada LLP, a Canadian limited liability partnership, is a member of BDO International Limited, a UK company limited by guarantee, and forms part of 
the international BDO network of independent member firms 

 

Tel:  905 270-7700 
Fax:  905 270-7915 
Toll-free: 866 248 6660 
www.bdo.ca 

BDO Canada LLP 
1 City Centre Drive, Suite 1700 
Mississauga ON  L5B 1M2  Canada 
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200 University Avenue Suite 801,
Toronto, ON M5H 3C6
Phone: 416.971.9856

E-mail: roma@roma.on.ca
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