HEARing Rural
Voices: Data
Municipalities
can use
Tomorrow
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Who am I?

* From Corbeil and now live in Fergus

e McCall MacBain Research Chair in
Resilient Rural Communities in the Ontario
Agricultural College, University of Guelph

e 20+ years of rural-focused research

» Expertise in research methods, data
collection, knowledge mobilization,
advanced analytics

* Led large (24,000 responses) project on
rural experiences related to COVID-19

* Was catalyst for where | am now




What is HEAR?

* Health, Economy, and

Adaptation in Rural Communities
Health, Economy,

(HEAR).
* Research platform to understand
Adaptation in Rural
Communities Initiative

rural well-being and adaptation.

* Evidence for policy, partnerships
for practice, and data for
communities.



“Provincial policies and decision-making
doesn’t reflect our reality”

e HEAR exists because:

Why HEAR * Rural and Northern Communities are

i often invisible in datasets

EXIStS? e Data is fragmented across systems and
ministries

* Decision-makers are forced to rely on

proxy- and/or aggregated data instead of
local evidence
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Three Components of
HEAR

1. HEAR Survey: Community-level
data capturing local realities.

2. HEAR Research Database: Spatial
and socioeconomic data harmonized
across Canada.

3. HEAR Dashboard: GIS-enabled tool
for exploring rural resilience.

Economy
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Adaptation in Rural
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1. The HEAR Survey

Grounded in community
partnerships—local voices
guide data priorities.

300,000 paper surveys
sent across rural Ontario

Captures how change
@ affects well-being and

adaptation capacity.

Geocoded to integrate
with national datasets.
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The HEAR Research Database

Integrates health, economy, Provides a foundation for Designed for interoperability
and environmental datasets. spatial analysis of rural equity. with GIS architectures.
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The HEAR Dashboar

- Nelghbourhood Information
;x North Riverdale (68)
e Central platform |
Neighbourhood ID: 68 Lower Education: 40.4%
[ . More Info: Neighbourhood Details Higher Education: 4.9%
t ra n S | a t I n d ata I nto b Area: 2 km? Visible Minority: 25.6%
g % Population: 12,195 Walk Score: 90
. . >g Children: 1,895 Debt Risk Score: 767
t e ra Ct I Ve m a S ; 2 Youth: 1,220 Avg Home Price: $818,592
I n p [] 5 Seniors: 1,460 Top 5 Non-Offical Home
< Avg Family Income: $125,622 Languages: Cantonese, Chinese, n.o.s.,

Greek, Mandarin, Spanish

Z ; Scaled Value trends for indicators with multiple years a\

18 . Tot: © Neighbourhood Info & Add to Cu

* Enables comparison of
rural communities across
sectors and time.

J No Points Found

2008 201 2014 !

e Built to evolve with new
data and tools.

This graph does not show % change. It shows the change in ranking over time for the chosen
neighbourhood when compared to 139 other neighbourhoods, for the selected indicator(s). For example, a
line slanting downwards from 72 in 2008 to 57 in 2011 indicates that the neighbourhood has a Scaled
Index Score of 72 which dropped to a Score of 57 in 2011. A Score can be between 1 and 100, where 100
indicates a large amount of something and 1 indicates a small amount of something. A change in a Score
does not necessarily imply a similar change in absolute or % change numbers; a Score can drop even
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Access to local data
 Community-level reports
* Dashboard access
* Disaggregated insights by geography, age,
income, and access (for example)
What

Data for:

MUﬂICIpa||t|eS * Council reports
Grant applications
Get

Strategic plans
CSWB plans
Health recruitment strategies

DECISION-READY DATA
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What HEAR Enables

CONCEP | I

 HEAR will support municipalities to:
* Advocate with confidence
* Plan proactively
 Demonstrate need with evidence

 Tell a clearer, more credible story
about rural realities
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Contact:

Leith Deacon, PhD
_eith.Deacon@uoguelph.ca
HEAR@uoguelph.ca
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