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Current State of Housing in Bruce County

KPMG Report Highlights
• Demographic changes
• Employment trends influencing 

housing demand
• Lack of housing options
• Affordability of housing
• Maintenance of existing housing stock
• Gap in housing supply
• Location and lack of services
• High cost of utilities

January 2023
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Residential Average Price in 
Grey-Bruce-Owen Sound Area

Source:

Average purchase 
price in Grey- Bruce-

Owen Sound in 
December 2023 was 

$674,129

Average purchase 
price in Bruce County 

in December 2023 
was $685,126
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Residential Rent in Bruce County

Source: 

In 2023 the 
average asking 
price for rent in 

Bruce County 
was $2,253
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Defining Affordable Housing

In the case of ownership, affordable housing is:
1. Purchase price which does not exceed 30% of gross annual household; and
2. Below the 60th percentile (6th decile) for household income

In the case of rental, affordable housing is the least expensive of:

1. Rent which does not exceed 30% of gross annual household income and 
below the 60th percentile (6th decile) for household income; or

2. Rent is at or below the average market rent of a unit in the regional 
market area
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Affordable Ownership Housing

Average purchase 
price in  Bruce 

County in 
December 2023: 

$685,126

Average dwelling 
value in Bruce 
County, 2021 

Census: $543,150 

Source: MMAH Provincial Policy Statement Data Tables, 2022
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Affordable Rental Housing

OR average market rent defined by province for Bruce County $1324/month

2023 average 
asking rent in 
Bruce County: 

$2,253

7.Source: MMAH Provincial Policy Statement Data Tables, 2022



Taking Action 
Increasing Housing Supply 
and Affordability 
in Bruce County



Creation of the
Community Development Office (CDO)

• Established by County Council in September 2023

• Operational in October 2023

• Provides coordinated leadership and strategic focus 
on projects impacting growth, development and 
economic well-being of County and member 
municipalities
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CDO Strategic Priorities

1. Housing Supply in Bruce County

2. Growth of the Clean Energy and Medical Isotope Sectors

3. Nuclear Waste Management – Community Impact

4. Pre-Development of New Nuclear Reactor – Bruce “C”
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Housing Actions

Bruce County 
Planning & Development

Bruce County
Housing Services System Manager

Community Development Office
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Tools to Take Action on Housing - 2022/23

Research

• Demographic 
Housing Study 
completed by 
KPMG in 
January 2023

• Senior’s Home 
Share Study

• Municipal 
Housing Forum

• Engagement 
on Housing & 
Homelessness 
Plan

Policy, 
Regulation & 

Approvals

• Update 
Official Plans 
& local Zoning 
By-laws

• Final Approved  
7 years of 
housing supply 
in 4 years

Education, 
Communication 

&
Advocacy

• Affordable 
Housing 
Toolkit

• AMO 
Delegation - 
Affordable 
Housing CIPs

Incentives

• Exempt Affordable 
and Rental Housing 
from Development 
Charges

• Update Community 
Improvement Plans
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Stakeholder 
Engagement



Affordable Housing Toolkit

https://www.brucecounty.on.ca/affordable-housing-development-toolkit
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Affordable Housing Toolkit 2

Multi-Residential and Ground Related 
Affordable Housing
Ensuring everyone has a home starts with fostering 
housing diversity. In Bruce County, we need more 
affordable hosing of all shapes and sizes. Developers 
and builders have a role to plat in creating the kinds of 
homes our communities need.

https://www.brucecounty.on.ca/affordable-housing-development-toolkit
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Affordable Housing Toolkit 3

https://www.brucecounty.on.ca/affordable-housing-development-toolkit 16.

https://www.brucecounty.on.ca/affordable-housing-development-toolkit


Tools to Take Action on Housing – 2024/25

Research

• Define 
Affordable 
Housing

• Best Practice 
Review

Stakeholder 
Engagement

• Municipal 
Housing Forum

• Developer 
Consultation 
and 
Engagement

Policy, 
Regulation and 

Approvals

• New County 
Official Plan

• Housing 
Concierge 
Service

Education, 
Communication 

and
Advocacy

• Affordable 
Housing 
Toolkit

• Housing 
Action Plan

• ADU 
Workshops

Incentives

• Consider Developing

• Affordable Housing 
Community 
Improvement Plan

• Supply of 
Government owned 
lands
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Thank You!
Claire Dodds, Commissioner, 
Community Development Office

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT OFFICE 
CONTACT
cldodds@brucecounty.on.ca
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