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Geological Repository:

Your Voice Matters



Land Acknowledgment 

& Safety Moment
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What do you hope 

to get out of 

today’s session?



We are the Nuclear 

Waste Management 

Organization
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Here to implement safe, long-term plans

Created in 2002 The NWMO team A non-profit organization 

funded by waste owners



Canada’s Integrated Strategy for 

Radioactive Waste
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Responsibility of NWMO

Responsibility of 

Uranium mine/mill 

tailing companies; 

applicable provincial 

and federal 

governments

Responsibility 

of Waste 

generators/ 

owners

• All wasted currently in safe interim storage

• Adopted as NRCAN policy (2023)

• Consent-based process

• NWMO’s responsibility in a DGR

– High Level Waste

– Intermediate level waste (ILW)

• CANDU Fuel DGR (Sited in 2024)

• Non-fuel High-Level Waste (NF-HLW)

• High-level waste from new nuclear projects

• Uranium mining and milling waste

• Low Level Waste

Consent

Protect 

Water

Long-term 

Caretaking

Action now
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Examples: ILW & HLW

ILW

• Medical isotopes  

• Equipment/parts inside 
the reactor that help 
make electricity

• Filters that clean the 
water in the reactor

HLW: Non-fuel

• Components that 
generate medical 
isotopes

 

HLW: Fuel

• CANDU fuel bundle

• New nuclear reactors fuel 



What is the 

challenge?

What is the 

opportunity?

Why it needs 

action now

Why are 

we doing 

this?
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Why are we here? 

We all benefit from 

nuclear power and 

medicine. Canada’s 

strategy will ensure the 

long-term safety.

Willing Host, 

Long term 

Isolation

Climate Action 

Reconciliation

Stewardship

Sustainable 

Responsible

Time 



Goals of the Siting Process
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Promote 

Reconciliation
The process is grounded in 

reconciliation, respecting 

Indigenous Knowledge, 

rights and title

Manage Canada’s 

nuclear waste
Intermediate-level waste

Non-fuel high-level waste

Future used fuel from 

new nuclear projects

Select a Site

To find a safe, secure 

and socially 

acceptable site with 

informed and willing 

hosts

Protecting people and the 

environment, safety and 

security must be 

preeminent and

aligned with international 

best practice.

Safety



Honouring Past Input: Principles of the Siting Process
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Promote 

Reconciliation
Manage Canada’s 

nuclear waste
Select a Site Safety



Consent-based Siting Process
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Free, Prior and 

Informed Consent 

(FPIC) and the right 

to self-determination

Customary 

decision-making 

processes of the 

communities

Collective decision-

making by the rights 

holders

Flexible, iterative, 

adaptive and 

responsive to 

community concerns
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2nd Siting Process Timeline

Integrated 
Strategy for 
Radioactive 

Waste

Pre-Siting Site Selection
Regulatory 

Process



How are we 

engaging during 

pre-siting?
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• Indigenous-centered
– Prioritize engagement with Indigenous 

communities, respecting and honouring 

rightsholders and Free, Prior and Informed 

Consent

• Informed by NWMO lessons learned 
– Honour 20+ years of input from First Nation 

and Métis peoples and Canadians

• Using recognized good practices
– Core Values and Ethics of the International 

Association of Public Participation and the 

International Association of Facilitators 

Public Engagement on the 
Proposed Site Selection 
Process - Principles
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Reciprocity: I show up for those who show up for me

Relationship: I show up for people I care about, and who 

I think care about me

Recognition: I want to be heard, and know that my voice 

might make a difference

Start with what we 

have in common



Facebook, X, Instagram

Nwmo.ca/ILW

ILW@nwmo.ca

Now: Social Media/Website

In person & virtual 

event details are on our 

website (nwmo.ca/ILW)

2026: Attend an event

https://www.nwmo.ca/N

ew-projects

COMING SOON! 

Online engagement  Platform

We are 
listening!

Our team would be 

pleased to visit your 

community

Now: Invite us in

Engage with us
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mailto:ILW@nwmo.ca
mailto:ILW@nwmo.ca
mailto:ILW@nwmo.ca
mailto:ILW@nwmo.ca
mailto:ILW@nwmo.ca
mailto:ILW@nwmo.ca
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Activities of the 

Proposed 

Siting Process

• Builds on first siting process learnings

• Reflects input from Indigenous and 

municipal communities

• Intended as a navigation tool versus a 

precise process

• Flexible, adaptive and iterative 
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Activities of the 

Proposed 

Siting Process

• Builds on first siting process learnings

• Reflects input from Indigenous and 

municipal communities

• Intended as a navigation tool vs. a 

precise process

• Flexible, adaptive, iterative 

Start Regulatory Process
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Questions and 

Concerns

Start Regulatory Process

• Aspects that are important?

• Aspects to be emphasized?
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Questions and 

Concerns

Start Regulatory Process

• Gaps?

• Unclear?

• Concerns?



Part 5, Closeout: As a group, we can summarize 

our input today on the process as:

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8

I 

completely 

agree

Not perfect, 

but good 

enough

I can live 

with it

Abstain – I 

defer to the 

group

We should 

continue to 

fine tune it

It’s not 

great, but I 

don’t want to 

hold up the 

group

I am not on 

board with 

this

This is not reflective 

of the group at all



How do this group’s views align with 

what we are hearing so far?

• Indigenous involvement needs to be prioritized

• Previous siting communities prioritized

• Shorter siting period

• Consent based siting

• Voluntary entry

• Clear criteria in the early screening

• Siting should consider nuclear expansion in SK and AB

• Grass roots involved EARLY
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How did this session meet/not 

meet your expectations?

Thank you * Miigwech * Marsi * Merci
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