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Essex County spans 1,851 sq.km of prime 
agricultural land in southwestern Ontario

Essex County is home to some of Canadaõs most 
productive farmland, supporting a diverse 
variety of row crops, vineyards and other 
specialty crops along the southern shore. 

The greenhouse industry in Essex County is 
massive with over 4,000 acres of operations 
which is the largest in Canada and second only 
to the Netherlands. 

Essex County is also surrounded by water on 
three sides including the Detroit River, Lake 
St.Clair and Lake Erie creating a mild climate 
and unique ecology. 



County of Essex from 2021 to 2051





uStakeholder engagements 

throughout the OP review 

process to obtain feedback 

on priorities

uEssex County Federation of 

Agriculture invited as an 

important stakeholder  

uConsultations also included 

local First Nations and the 

environmental community. 



Policy Context 
Provincial Planning Statement 2024

6.2.9  Where planning is conducted by an upper -tier 
municipality, the upper -tier municipality in consultation with 
lower -tier municipalities shall identify  

u Identify and allocate population, housing and employment 
projections for lower -tier municipalities; 

u Identify areas where growth and development will be 
focused, including strategic growth areas, and establish 
any applicable minimum density targets; 

u Identify minimum density targets for growth and 
development taking place in new or expanded settlement 
areas, where applicable, and

u Provide policy direction for the lower -tier municipalities 
on matters that cross municipal boundaries.  





Based on the 
approval of 
the County 
Official Plan, 
Local 
municipalities 
will conduct 
local 
settlement 
area reviews 
which require 
an 
intensification 
strategy as 
first principle 
addressing 
the following:

identifies the importance of complete communities 

avoid or mitigate risks to public health and safety

identify the location and boundaries of local growth 
centres and mixed-use corridors

densities that support existing public transit 

supports the provision of affordable housing for both 
ownership and rental forms of housing; 

identify the timing and efficient provision of municipal 
water and wastewater systems/services and their fiscal 
impacts on the local municipality; and,

identify updates to the local municipalityõs Zoning By-
law to pre -zone sites for intensification



Key Policy 

Updates 

u Strengthened and updated agricultural policies 
focusing on the agricultural land base as a 
complete system including agricultural uses, 
agricultural related and on -farm diversified use 
policies

u Policy considerations for on -farm and off -farm 
worker accommodation to ensure that all farm 
workers will have a safe place to work and live

u Commitments to undertake a Specialty Crop Land 
Study and Greenhouse Study 

u Robust Transportation Policy section focusing on 
all multi -modal forms of transportation and the 
hierarchy of our road network and priorities for 
each category of road

u The Countyõs active transportation system added 
as a land use schedule as well as policy updates 

u County Road 50 wine route recognized with 
policies to support agri-tourism 





Shoreline Natural 
Hazard Policy and 
Mapping Updates

u Shoreline natural hazard mapping 

has been updated and now includes 

a climate change scenario

u Many of the historic shoreline 

communities in floodprone  areas 

have been removed as settlement 

area designation as part of the OP 

updates

u The intent of these policy and 

mapping updates is to reduce 

future lot creation in floodprone  

areas and reduce future risk to 

people and property



https://www.countyofessex.ca/

doing-business/planning-and-

development/official -

plan/comprehensive -official -

plan-review/

Thank you



Pathways to 
Prevention,
Reducing 
Wildfire Risks in 
Sioux Lookout
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What are the 
wildfire risks 
to our 
communities?



What can we do?  





Small changes, can have big 
impacts on fire 

resistance. 
?  



How are we 
supporting

our 
residents? The Sioux Lookout Fire Service 

helps with the following;

Å Home Ignition Zone self 
assessments,

Å Application of FireSmart 
practices/recommendations,

Å Risk mitigation through 
vegetation management & 
removal,

Å Support the FireSmart 
neighborhood(s) program.
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Questions ?


